
Defining Kurd Dagh (Jabal al-Akrad of 
Aleppo): Historical Geography and 
Administrative Boundaries Before 2010 
I. Introduction 
A. Defining the Scope and Purpose 

This report provides a detailed examination of the historical geographical and administrative 
boundaries of the highland region known as Kurd Dagh (Kurdish: Çiyayê Kurmênc; Turkish: 
Kürt Dağı; Arabic: Jabal al-Akrad), located in northwestern Syria (Aleppo Governorate) and 
extending into southeastern Turkey (Kilis Province).1 The specific focus is on delineating the 
region's extent, identifying its key settlements, and tracing its administrative configuration 
during the Ottoman Empire, the French Mandate period, and the era of the independent 
Syrian Arab Republic up to the year 2010.1 The objective is to establish a precise historical 
understanding of what constituted this region prior to the significant geopolitical shifts that 
occurred after 2010. 
B. Critical Disambiguation: Kurd Dagh (Aleppo) vs. Jabal al-Akrad 
(Latakia) 

It is imperative at the outset to distinguish the subject of this report—Kurd Dagh, primarily 
associated with the Afrin District of Aleppo Governorate—from another mountainous region in 
Syria bearing the similar Arabic name "Jabal al-Akrad".1 This second Jabal al-Akrad is situated 
further southwest, in the Latakia Governorate, forming the northern part of the Syrian Coastal 
Mountain Range (Jabal Ansariya) near the borders with Idlib Governorate and Turkey.3 

While both names translate literally to "Mountain of the Kurds," they denote geographically 
separate and administratively distinct areas.4 Kurd Dagh (Aleppo/Kilis) is part of the Limestone 
Massif extending south from the Aintab plateau.1 In contrast, Jabal al-Akrad (Latakia) is 
geographically part of the coastal range, characterized by chalk relief and deep ravines 
formed by tributaries of the Nahr al-Kabir al-Shamali.4 Administratively, Kurd Dagh (Aleppo) 
corresponds largely to the Afrin District, whereas Jabal al-Akrad (Latakia) falls primarily within 
the Al-Haffah District of Latakia Governorate (specifically the Kinsabba and northern Slinfeh 
sub-districts) and parts of the Jisr al-Shughur District in Idlib Governorate.4 

The distinct histories are also notable. While Kurd Dagh (Aleppo) maintained a strong 
Kurmanji-speaking Kurdish identity through the 20th century 1, the population of Jabal 
al-Akrad (Latakia), though descended from Kurdish tribes reportedly settled there for military 
purposes by the Mamluks in the 13th century or later by the Ottomans, had largely become 



Arabized centuries ago, retaining the name as a vestige of their heritage.4 The potential for 
confusion necessitates careful attention to geographical and administrative context when 
interpreting historical and contemporary sources.8 This report focuses exclusively on the Kurd 
Dagh region associated with Aleppo Governorate and Kilis Province. 
C. Methodology and Structure 

The analysis herein integrates geographical data, including topography and natural 
boundaries, with a chronological review of administrative structures. It examines the region's 
configuration under the Ottoman Empire, its formalization as a distinct district (Kaza) during 
the French Mandate, and its status as the Afrin District within independent Syria until 2010. 
The report draws upon the provided research materials, incorporating multilingual place 
names (Kurdish, Arabic, Turkish) where relevant to reflect the region's complex identity. 
D. The Politics of Naming and Identity 

The multiplicity of names associated with this region—Kurd Dagh, Çiyayê Kurmênc, Kürt Dağı, 
Jabal al-Akrad, and the later imposition of Jabal al-Uruba—is not merely a matter of linguistic 
variation but reflects deeper historical currents of political control, ethnic identity, and 
state-led assimilation efforts.1 The use of "Kurd Dağ" ( طاغى كرد ) in Ottoman Turkish documents 
and maps acknowledged the Kurdish presence, a practice continued with variations like "Kurd 
Dagh" or "Djebel Kourd" during the French Mandate.1 Independent Syria initially adopted the 
Arabic equivalent, "Jabal al-Akrad," but this name was officially supplanted in 1977 by Decree 
15801, which mandated the name "Jabal al-Uruba" (Mountain of Arabism) and banned Kurdish 
place names.1 This act was consistent with broader Ba'athist state policies aimed at 
suppressing non-Arab identities, particularly Kurdish identity, within Syria.10 This official 
renaming created a stark divergence between the state-sanctioned toponymy and the local 
Kurdish name (Çiyayê Kurmênc), as well as the historical nomenclature. The persistence of 
"Kurd Dagh" and "Afrin region" in international and academic discourse, despite the official 
Syrian change, highlights the contested nature of identity and the role of cartography and 
naming conventions as instruments in ethno-national politics. 

II. Geographical Delineation of Kurd Dagh 
(Aleppo/Kilis) 
A. Location and Topography 

Kurd Dagh is a highland region spanning the border between northwestern Syria and 
southeastern Turkey. Within Syria, it falls primarily within the Afrin District of Aleppo 
Governorate; in Turkey, it extends into Kilis Province.1 The geographical coordinates are 
centered roughly at 36°40′N latitude and 36°46′E longitude.1 

Topographically, the region is part of the Limestone Massif of northwestern Syria.1 It 
represents a southern extension of the highlands found on the western part of the Aintab 



(Gaziantep) plateau, transitioning towards the Aleppo plateau further south.1 Elevations 
typically range from 700 to 1260 meters.9 Some sources have described it as the only 
significantly populated mountain area in Syria, emphasizing its unique character within the 
country's geography.11 

B. Natural Boundaries 

The natural features defining the extent of Kurd Dagh are relatively clear: 
●​ East and South: The region is bounded by the valley of the River Afrin. This river valley 

separates Kurd Dagh from the Plain of Aʻzāz and Mount Simeon (Jabal Sim'an) to the 
east, and from Mount Harim (Jabal Harim) to the south.1 

●​ West: The valley of the River Aswad (known as Kara Su in Turkish) forms the western 
boundary, separating Kurd Dagh from the Mount Amanus range (Nur Mountains).1 

●​ North: The highlands continue northward across the political border into Kilis Province 
in Turkey, connecting with the broader highlands of the Aintab plateau.1 The modern 
international border, established in 1923, artificially bisects this contiguous geographical 
zone.9 

C. Ecology and Economy (Historical Context) 

Historically, the Kurd Dagh region has been characterized by its agricultural productivity and 
natural resources. It is particularly renowned for its extensive olive groves, a practice dating 
back centuries, possibly millennia, with olive oil being a significant export.1 Charcoal 
production was another notable economic activity.1 Other agricultural products included 
cereals, grapes (vines), figs, and mulberries.12 Higher altitudes supported oak forests.12 The 
agricultural system was described as intensive, particularly in the mountainous parts, 
supplemented by the raising of large herds of sheep and goats.12 Local crafts, such as the 
weaving of kilims (flat-woven rugs), also contributed to the economy.12 

D. Geo-Strategic Significance and Border Permeability 

The geographical position of Kurd Dagh has endowed it with historical strategic significance. 
As a highland area adjacent to major plains (Aʻzāz, Aleppo) and controlling routes between 
Anatolia, the Syrian interior, and the coastal regions (via passes through the Amanus range), it 
has been a contested and frequented landscape for millennia.1 References point to its location 
on ancient routes, such as the path used by Seleucid armies towards Antioch 15, and its 
proximity to Alexandretta (Iskenderun) was a factor in post-World War I geopolitical 
considerations.16 

The imposition of the modern Syria-Turkey border in 1923 fundamentally altered the region's 
dynamics.9 This artificial line cut across a geographically and, to some extent, culturally 
integrated area, dividing communities and disrupting traditional patterns of movement and 
interaction.9 However, such borders often remain permeable. Kinship ties, trade (including 
smuggling), and political movements likely continued across the border, fostering a distinct 
borderland dynamic.9 The settlement of Kurdish Alevis fleeing persecution in Turkey into the 



Syrian village of Mabeta in the 1930s exemplifies this cross-border movement.1 This location, 
straddling natural corridors and later bisected by an international frontier, created a zone 
where local allegiances and state control were often in tension, influencing settlement, 
resistance, and identity long before 2010. 

III. Administrative Identity in the Ottoman Era (c. 1516 
– 1918) 
A. Incorporation into the Ottoman Empire 

Following the Ottoman victory over the Mamluks at the Battle of Marj Dabiq in 1516, the region 
that includes Kurd Dagh was incorporated into the Ottoman Empire.16 The integration of 
Kurdish-populated areas into the Ottoman realm often involved negotiations between the 
central authorities and powerful local Kurdish chieftains (aghas or beys). These arrangements 
typically granted considerable autonomy to the Kurdish notables in exchange for loyalty and 
cooperation, particularly in strategic borderland areas contested with rivals like the Safavid 
Empire in Persia.17 

B. Administrative Placement 

Throughout the Ottoman period, Kurd Dagh was consistently administered as part of the 
Vilayet of Aleppo (Halep Eyaleti, later Vilayeti), one of the major provinces of Ottoman Syria.1 
Ottoman administrative documents and maps referred to the region specifically as "Kurd 
Dağ" (meaning "Kurd Mountain" in Ottoman Turkish, written as طاغى كرد ), explicitly 
acknowledging the predominant ethnic group.1 

Evidence suggests a specific administrative recognition within the Vilayet structure. 
Eighteenth-century Ottoman documents refer to the area as the "Sancak of the Kurds".13 A 
Sancak was typically a second-level administrative division within a Vilayet. However, other 
references, particularly relating to the later Ottoman period and the early French Mandate, 
identify it as the Kaza of Kurd Dagh.1 A Kaza (or Qadha) was generally a subdivision of a 
Sancak. It is plausible that the administrative designation fluctuated over time, or that "Sancak 
of the Kurds" was a broader regional term used in the 18th century, later formalized as the 
Kaza of Kurd Dagh within the Sanjak of Kilis or perhaps directly under the Aleppo Sanjak. The 
nearby city of Kilis served as an important administrative and economic center for the wider 
area before the modern border divided the region.9 

C. Settlements and Population 

The history of Kurdish settlement in Kurd Dagh is long, though precise timelines are debated. 
Some scholars suggest a presence dating back to antiquity, possibly linked to mercenaries 
serving the Seleucid Empire near Antioch.15 A 1599 account by the English traveler William 
Biddulph mentions "Coords" dwelling in the mountains between Aleppo and Alexandretta, 
potentially referring to local Yazidi Kurds.13 Other sources emphasize settlement by Kurdish 



tribes fleeing persecution in Anatolia, possibly referring to later waves of migration.11 

During the Ottoman centuries, the region was known to be inhabited by various Kurdish tribes. 
The Reshwan and Milli tribal confederations were significant forces in northern Syria during 
this period, although their specific dominance within Kurd Dagh itself requires further 
clarification.15 The brief rule of the Kurdish Janbulad family as governors of the Aleppo Vilayet 
(1591–1607) also points to Kurdish influence in the broader region.15 While the surrounding 
villages, estimated to number around 360, often had ancient origins 10, the town of Afrin itself 
emerged primarily as a market center in the 19th century.13 In addition to the majority Sunni 
Muslim Kurds (predominantly Hanafi, distinguishing them from many Shafi'i Kurds elsewhere 
in Syria), a notable Yazidi Kurdish population existed in the region, particularly in the southern 
parts near Jabal Sim'an.1 

D. Limitations in Sources 

The available material does not include detailed Ottoman-era administrative maps explicitly 
delineating the boundaries of the Kaza or Sancak of Kurd Dagh within the Aleppo Vilayet.1 
While the name "Kurd Dağ" is attested on maps 1, its precise administrative borders during the 
Ottoman centuries remain inferred rather than definitively mapped in the provided sources. 
E. Autonomy versus Integration 

The relationship between Kurd Dagh and the Ottoman central state likely involved a dynamic 
interplay between formal administrative inclusion and significant local autonomy. While 
formally part of the Aleppo Vilayet 15 and recognized through specific administrative terms like 
"Sancak" or "Kaza" of the Kurds 1, the region's mountainous terrain, tribal structures, and 
borderland location likely allowed local Kurdish aghas and tribal confederations to wield 
considerable influence.15 The general trend across Ottoman Kurdistan in the 19th century 
involved attempts by the central state to dismantle autonomous Kurdish emirates and 
establish more direct control.22 This process likely affected Kurd Dagh as well, gradually 
shifting the balance towards greater integration into the provincial administration. 
Nevertheless, the Ottoman period established a precedent of the region being 
administratively linked to Aleppo while maintaining a distinct identity associated with its 
Kurdish population and geography. This historical pattern of being simultaneously part of a 
larger entity yet retaining local distinctiveness arguably persisted into the post-Ottoman era. 

IV. The Kaza of Kurd Dagh under the French Mandate 
(1920-1946) 
A. Establishment and Administrative Placement 

Following the defeat of the short-lived Arab Kingdom of Syria at the Battle of Maysalun in July 
1920 and the subsequent consolidation of French control 23, the French authorities 
implemented the League of Nations Mandate for Syria and the Lebanon, formally granted in 



1923.25 A key element of French policy was the subdivision of Syria into several smaller states, 
often along sectarian or regional lines, in a strategy aimed at weakening nationalist 
movements and facilitating French control.25 

Within this framework, the historical region of Kurd Dagh was formally constituted as the Kaza 
(district) of Kurd Dagh.1 This Kaza was placed within the State of Aleppo (État d'Alep), one 
of the initially separate states created by the French High Commissioner Henri Gouraud, 
existing from 1920 until its merger with the State of Damascus in 1925 to form the State of 
Syria.28 The State of Aleppo itself encompassed a diverse population, including Arabs, Kurds, 
Turkmen, Circassians, and various Christian and Muslim communities.28 French administrative 
documents and maps from the Mandate period consistently recognized the district, often 
using the name "Djebel Kourd" or similar transliterations.9 A census conducted under the 
authority of the State of Aleppo in 1922 enumerated the population of the Kaza of Kurd Dagh 
at 21,823 inhabitants.1 

B. Impact of the 1923 Syria-Turkey Border 

The establishment of the modern border between Turkey and Syria, finalized through the 
Treaty of Lausanne in 1923 following the earlier Franco-Turkish Agreement of Ankara (1921), 
had a profound impact on Kurd Dagh.9 This border cut directly through the historical highland 
region, assigning the northern portion to the newly established Republic of Turkey (where it 
became part of Kilis Province) and leaving the southern portion, centered around Afrin, within 
French Mandate Syria.1 

This division had significant consequences. It separated communities, disrupted traditional 
economic ties, and diminished the regional importance of the city of Kilis for the inhabitants 
south of the new border.9 Consequently, the town of Afrin, previously a smaller market center, 
saw its importance grow substantially as it became the primary administrative and economic 
hub for the Syrian Kaza of Kurd Dagh under French development efforts.13 The geographical 
isolation of the Syrian portion of Kurd Dagh was further accentuated in 1939 when France 
ceded the adjacent Sanjak of Alexandretta (including Antioch and Iskenderun) to Turkey, 
which renamed it Hatay Province. This left the Afrin area almost entirely surrounded by Turkish 
territory, save for its eastern and southeastern borders with other Syrian districts.13 

C. French Administrative Policies and Local Resistance 

French Mandate rule in Syria was characterized by efforts to establish effective administration 
and security, often encountering local resistance.9 While the French created the Kaza of Kurd 
Dagh, acknowledging its distinct character, their presence represented an external imposition 
of authority over a region accustomed to varying degrees of Ottoman oversight and local 
autonomy. The borderland nature of Kurd Dagh made it a zone of instability, with recorded 
instances of armed opposition to French forces, sometimes led by local figures operating 
between banditry and organized revolt, particularly in the early years of the Mandate.9 French 
administration relied on its military forces, including colonial troops, and intelligence services 
(Services Spéciaux) to maintain control.9 



D. Cartographic Representation 

Maps produced during the French Mandate period are crucial sources for understanding the 
administrative and perceived ethnic geography of the time. Administrative maps confirmed 
the existence and general location of the "Djebel Kourd" Kaza within the State of Aleppo.9 
Ethnographic maps, such as the notable 1935 map produced by the French Services Spéciaux 
(archived at MAE-Nantes, 1SL/1/V 2129), attempted to delineate the predominant ethnic or 
religious communities in various regions.30 This particular map visually represents the Kurd 
Dagh area north of Aleppo as being predominantly inhabited by Kurds (though the map's 
legend groups Kurds and Turks under the same color code).30 While valuable, it is important to 
recognize that such colonial ethnographic maps often reflected French administrative 
categories and political objectives, potentially oversimplifying complex local identities and 
demographic realities.30 

E. Solidification of Afrin as the Center 

The French Mandate period proved pivotal in establishing Afrin city as the definitive 
administrative, economic, and social center of the Syrian portion of Kurd Dagh. Before the 
Mandate and the creation of the border, the city of Kilis, north of the current border, held 
significant sway over the region.9 The 1923 border severed this connection for the population 
remaining in Syria.9 The French administration, needing a center for the newly defined Kaza of 
Kurd Dagh on the Syrian side, focused development efforts on Afrin town.13 This confluence of 
geopolitical change (border creation) and colonial administrative necessity elevated Afrin 
from a 19th-century market town to the undisputed heart of Syrian Kurd Dagh, a status it 
retained throughout the 20th century up to 2010.13 

V. Afrin District in Independent Syria (1946 – 2010) 
A. Administrative Continuity and Change 

With Syria gaining full independence following the departure of French troops in 1946 25, the 
administrative structures established during the Mandate largely transitioned into the new 
republic. The Kaza of Kurd Dagh became the Afrin District (Manṭiqat Afrīn), remaining within 
the Aleppo Governorate.1 Afrin city continued as the district's administrative center.3 

B. Nomenclature and Politics of Identity 

The naming of the region continued to be politically charged after independence. While the 
name "Kurd Dagh" persisted in official use for some time, it was eventually replaced by the 
Arabic "Jabal al-Akrad".1 However, under the influence of Arab nationalist ideologies, 
particularly following the establishment of the United Arab Republic (1958-1961) and the rise 
of the Ba'ath Party in 1963, state policies increasingly aimed at suppressing Kurdish identity 
and promoting Arabism.36 This culminated in the 1977 Decree 15801, which officially renamed 
the region **"Jabal al-Uruba" (Mountain of Arabism)** and explicitly banned the use of 



Kurdish names for places.1 Despite this official decree, the name "Jabal al-Uruba" failed to 
gain widespread acceptance either locally, where the Kurdish name Çiyayê Kurmênc and the 
association with Afrin remained strong, or internationally. The region continued to be 
commonly known as Afrin or, in historical contexts, Kurd Dagh. 
C. Pre-2010 Administrative Subdivisions (Nawahi) 

The Afrin District, as constituted within Aleppo Governorate prior to 2010, was 
administratively divided into seven sub-districts, known as Nawahi (singular: Nahiya). This 
structure, reflected in the 2004 Syrian census, defined the main populated areas and 
administrative centers of the district.7 These sub-districts represent the core territory of Kurd 
Dagh within Syria for the period under review. 
The table below lists the seven Nawahi of Afrin District and their administrative centers (main 
towns) according to the pre-2010 structure: 
Nahiya Name (Sub-district) Administrative Center (Town) 
Afrin Nahiya Afrin 
Bulbul Nahiya Bulbul 
Jindires Nahiya Jindires 
Rajo Nahiya Rajo 
Sharran Nahiya Sharran 
Shaykh al-Hadid Nahiya Shaykh al-Hadid 
Maabatli Nahiya Maabatli 

Source: Based on data from.7 

This administrative structure provides the most concrete definition of the constituent parts of 
Syrian Kurd Dagh immediately prior to the 2010 cutoff date. 
D. Demographics (Pre-2010) 

The 2004 Syrian census recorded the population of Afrin District as 172,095.7 Another source, 
potentially reflecting data closer to 2010, cited a significantly higher figure of 523,258 
residents, noting the population was predominantly Kurdish.38 This discrepancy highlights 
potential variations in census data or estimates over time. 
Regardless of the exact figure, sources consistently describe the district's population before 
the Syrian Civil War (which began in 2011) as overwhelmingly Kurdish, with some accounts 
terming it "homogeneously Kurdish".7 Estimates suggested Kurds constituted around 90% of 
the population.10 

Despite this predominance, minority communities existed within the district. Arabs constituted 
approximately 7% of the population, concentrated in about ten villages located in the eastern 
part of the district, near the border with the Azaz District.38 Turkmen resided in two villages, 
also in the east, accounting for about 1%.38 Smaller populations of Arnauts (individuals of 
Albanian origin) and Assyrians were also present.38 A Christian community of roughly 2,000 



people was noted.38 Among the Kurdish population itself, while the majority were Sunni 
Muslims (mostly Hanafi), significant non-Sunni Kurdish groups included Yazidis, who 
constituted the largest minority after Sunni Kurds and were concentrated in villages in the 
southern part of the district near Jebel Seman (Çiyayê Lêlûn), and Alevis, many descended 
from families who fled the Dersim region of Turkey in the 1930s and settled primarily in the 
Maabatli area.1 

E. The Persistence of Identity Despite State Pressure 

The demographic and cultural landscape of Afrin District up to 2010 stands as a testament to 
the resilience of local identity in the face of sustained state pressure. Decades of official 
Syrian government policies aimed at Arabization—manifested in the forced renaming of the 
region to "Jabal al-`Uruba" 1, restrictions on the Kurdish language, denial of cultural rights, 
and political marginalization experienced by Kurds across Syria 10—did not succeed in erasing 
the distinct Kurdish character of the region. Multiple sources confirm its overwhelmingly 
Kurdish population and the persistence of the Kurmanji dialect and local Kurdish place names 
(like Çiyayê Kurmênc) in common usage.1 The continued presence and visibility of distinct 
Kurdish religious minorities like Yazidis and Alevis further underscored the region's unique 
identity within Syria.1 This deep-rooted sense of local identity, tied to geography, history, and 
strong community bonds, proved resistant to top-down state assimilation efforts. The lived 
reality and self-perception of the inhabitants remained anchored in their Kurdish heritage, a 
factor that would significantly influence the region's trajectory after 2011. 

VI. Defining the Boundaries: Synthesis and 
Demarcation (Pre-2010) 
A. Synthesizing Geographical and Administrative Data 

Synthesizing the geographical and administrative evidence, the historical region of Kurd Dagh, 
as it existed prior to 2010, can be defined as follows: Geographically, it is the highland area 
delineated by the Afrin River valley to the east and south, the Aswad (Kara Su) River valley to 
the west, and the southern edge of the Aintab plateau extending towards the Aleppo plateau.1 

Administratively, the portion of this region lying within Syria corresponds directly and precisely 
to the Afrin District of Aleppo Governorate, as it was constituted before 2010.7 This district 
comprised the seven sub-districts (Nawahi) detailed in Section V.C: Afrin, Bulbul, Jindires, 
Rajo, Sharran, Shaykh al-Hadid, and Maabatli.7 The northern extent of the historical Kurd Dagh 
region lies across the border within Turkey's Kilis Province, though the specific administrative 
boundaries within Turkey are less detailed in the provided sources.1 

B. Core Settlements within Kurd Dagh (Syrian part, pre-2010) 

The key populated centers within the Syrian portion of Kurd Dagh (i.e., Afrin District) before 
2010 were: 



●​ Primary Urban and Administrative Center: Afrin city.1 

●​ Sub-district (Nahiya) Centers: The towns of Bulbul, Jindires, Rajo, Sharran, Shaykh 
al-Hadid, and Maabatli served as administrative hubs for their respective sub-districts 
and surrounding villages.7 

●​ Villages: The district encompassed approximately 360 villages.10 While an exhaustive 
list is beyond the scope of this report, notable villages include those identified with 
specific minority groups, such as the Yazidi villages concentrated near Jebel 
Seman/Çiyayê Lêlûn in the south 10, the Arab and Turkmen villages situated near the 
eastern border with Azaz District 38, and the village of Mabeta, known for its Alevi 
population originating from Dersim.1 

C. Distinguishing from Jabal al-Akrad (Latakia) 

To prevent any ambiguity, the key distinctions between Kurd Dagh (Afrin/Aleppo) and the 
Jabal al-Akrad located in Latakia Governorate are reiterated: 

●​ Location: Kurd Dagh (Afrin) is northeast of Aleppo city, part of the inland Limestone 
Massif. Jabal al-Akrad (Latakia) is northeast of Latakia city, forming the northern 
terminus of the coastal Jabal Ansariya range.1 

●​ Governorate: Kurd Dagh (Afrin) belongs to Aleppo Governorate (Syria) and Kilis 
Province (Turkey). Jabal al-Akrad (Latakia) is primarily in Latakia Governorate, with parts 
extending into Idlib Governorate.1 

●​ Main Town: Afrin is the center of Kurd Dagh (Afrin). Salma is the largest settlement in 
Jabal al-Akrad (Latakia).1 

●​ Syrian Administration (pre-2010): Kurd Dagh (Afrin) equates to Afrin District 
(comprising 7 Nawahi). Jabal al-Akrad (Latakia) corresponds administratively to the 
Kinsabba and northern Slinfeh Nahiyas (Al-Haffah District, Latakia) and portions of 
Bidama and Jisr al-Shughur Nahiyas (Idlib Governorate).4 

●​ Historical Identity: While both names signify "Mountain of the Kurds," the populations 
have different historical trajectories. The Latakia region's inhabitants, though of Kurdish 
origin (potentially Mamluk-era settlers), became largely Arabized over centuries.4 In 
contrast, Kurd Dagh (Afrin) maintained a distinct Kurmanji-speaking Kurdish identity 
throughout the Ottoman, Mandate, and post-independence periods up to 2010.1 

D. The Border as a Defining Feature 

For practical purposes of defining the Syrian part of Kurd Dagh in the decades leading up to 
2010, the most salient boundary was the administrative one established by the Syrian state: 
the perimeter of the Afrin District. This administrative boundary was itself a product of the 
historical trajectory outlined above, particularly the imposition of the Syria-Turkey border in 
1923.9 The historical Kurd Dagh region was undeniably trans-border.1 However, the creation of 
the international frontier, followed by the French Mandate's establishment of the Kaza of Kurd 
Dagh south of that line centered on Afrin 1, and the continuation of this unit as the Afrin 
District by independent Syria 7, effectively contained and defined the Syrian component of 



this historical region. Therefore, while acknowledging the larger historical-cultural geography 
extending into Turkey, the Afrin District boundaries as they existed prior to 2010 represent the 
most accurate and relevant answer to the query regarding the extent of Kurd Dagh within 
Syria during that period. 

VII. Conclusion 
A. Summary of Findings 

This report has established that the historical region known as Kurd Dagh (Çiyayê Kurmênc / 
Kürt Dağı / Jabal al-Akrad of Aleppo) is a distinct highland area in northwestern Syria and 
southeastern Turkey, geographically defined by the Afrin and Aswad river valleys and its 
connection to the Aintab and Aleppo plateaus. Its administrative identity evolved over 
centuries: it was part of the Ottoman Vilayet of Aleppo, known as "Kurd Dağ" and likely 
administered as a Kaza or Sancak; it was formally constituted as the Kaza of Kurd Dagh within 
the State of Aleppo during the French Mandate; and, following Syrian independence, it 
became the Afrin District within Aleppo Governorate. Prior to 2010, the Syrian portion of Kurd 
Dagh corresponded precisely to the Afrin District, encompassing the seven sub-districts 
(Nawahi) of Afrin, Bulbul, Jindires, Rajo, Sharran, Shaykh al-Hadid, and Maabatli, with Afrin city 
as its primary center. 
B. Final Reiteration of Distinction 

It remains crucial to differentiate this region from the similarly named Jabal al-Akrad situated 
in Latakia Governorate. The two regions differ significantly in their geographical location, 
administrative affiliation within Syria, primary settlements, and the historical trajectory of their 
respective populations' identities. Kurd Dagh (Afrin/Aleppo) maintained a strong, distinct 
Kurmanji-speaking identity, while Jabal al-Akrad (Latakia) experienced significant Arabization 
over time. 
C. Concluding Thought 

The Kurd Dagh region associated with Afrin represents a clear historical-geographical entity 
within Syria. Its boundaries and character leading up to 2010 were shaped by a confluence of 
factors: enduring natural geography, centuries of Kurdish settlement and local power 
structures, incorporation into the Ottoman provincial system, the critical impact of colonial 
border-drawing and administration during the French Mandate, and the policies of the 
post-independence Syrian state. Despite official name changes and assimilationist pressures, 
Afrin District remained a recognizably distinct, predominantly Kurdish region within the Syrian 
Arab Republic on the eve of the transformative events that began in 2011. 
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